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upset, and their pikes either broken or twisted out of
their hands, to the infinite amusement of their com-
panions, who speedily closed up the broken ranks, as
of their comrades had been shot down in battle. The
killed were none, but the wounded many; yet no man
flinchd in the least.

The perfection of the sport appeared to consist in
detaching a single alligator from the rest, surrounding
and attacking him separately, and spearing him till he
was almost dead. The Malays then, by main strength,
forked him aloft, over their heads, on the end of a
dozen pikes, and, by a sudden jerk, pitched the con-
quered monster far on the shore. As the alligators are
amphibious, they kept to the water no longer than they
found they had an advantage in that element; but as
the period of the final me'le'e approached, on the two
columns of their enemy closing up, the monsters lost
all discipline, floundered, and ploutered up the weedy
banks, scuttlingaway to the ri gnt and left, helter-skelter.
"Sauve qui peutl" seemed to be the fatal watch-word
for their total rout. That prudent cry woul d, no doubt,
have saved many of them, as it has saved other van-
quished forces, had not the Malays judiciously placed
beforehand their reserve on each side of the river to
receive the distracted fugitives, who, bathed in mud,
and half dead with terror, but still in a prodigious fury,
dashed off at right angles from the canal, in hopes of
gaining the shelter of a swampy pool overgrown with
reeds and bulrushes, but which, alas for most of the
poor beasts, they were never doomed to reach. The
concluding battle between these retreating and desper-
ate alligators and the Malays of the reserve was formid-
able enough. Indeed, had not the one party been
fresh, the other exhausted, one confident, the other
broken in spirit, it is quite possible that the crocodiles
might have worsted the pirates, as the Malays are
called in every other part of the world but the East,